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„Let the World be our classroom, and the people we meet our teachers!”

A dream you dream alone is only a dream.

A dream you dream together is the reality.

Wherever You are :)

DRH Norway wish you many fulfil led dreams in 201 3



LAND GRABBING
What is it and why such bad?
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How is it different from land acquisition?

And why is it considered such a bad thing?

In the past decade, international inves-

tors have acquired 227 mill ion hectares of

land in developing countries (roughly, it’s

the size of Western Europe). The food

price crisis and the economic crisis of

2007-2008 forced businesses and com-

panies to pay more attention to agricul-

ture. But the lands have been used for

bio-fuel crops and/or crops for export.

Land grab is different from land acquisi-

tion when it has these characteristics:

• Violation of human rights

• Disrespect of FPIC (free, prior and infor-

med consent) ; under this principle local/in-

digenous communities have to receive all

appropriate information before making the

decision to sell or not the land

• Disregard for the social, economical, and

environmental impact

• Avoidance of transparency in legal matters

The short-term effects of land grabbing are

obvious: human rights violations, loss of liveli-

hood, destruction of property and crops, lack

of compensation. But there are also long-

term implications that are not yet properly

studied. Among them:

• Increase of hunger and poverty; 60%

of the investors intend to export everything

produced on the land; bio-fuel crops (soy,

sugarcane, palm oil, jathropa) are cultiva-

ted instead of food crops

• The land is not bought at its ful l price;

local people and communities are cheated

• Lack of laws and regulations; it is more

likely foreign investors wil l buy land in

countries with a inadequate legal sys-

tem, where it is easier to bypass the law

Because of the food price crisis of

2007-2008, governments in many deve-

loping countries welcomed the invest-

ments in agriculture, whether from

national or international sources. I t was

hoped they could ensure food security. The result

has been the opposite. Small-scale food producers

lost their lands, the abil ity to provide for local mar-

kets and for their families.
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Apply today for the next „Fighting with the Poor” 24 months program! Join the March Team 201 3! Contact

us at: diprogram@drh-norway.org For more info: www.drh-norway.org or www.drhnorway.altervista.org.

VICKY'S PHOTOS
Taste of Summer in Winter




